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Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2016 3:24 PM 
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Subject: RHIIP Listserv Posting #361 - Federal Register Notice Published to Determine the Eligibility of Independent 
Students to Receive Assistance 
 

RHIIP Listserv Posting #361                                                                        September 22, 2016  
                                                                                                                                                   
Welcome to the MULTIFAMILY HOUSING RENTAL HOUSING INTEGRITY IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECT (RHIIP) LISTSERV that brings you up-to-date RHIIP related publications, news, 
information and occupancy tips in an effort to help reduce errors in rent determinations and subsidy 
calculations. 

 
  

Federal Register Notice Published to Determine the Eligibility of Independent 
Students to Receive Assistance  

 
 
On Wednesday, September 21, Multifamily Housing and Public and Indian Housing issued a joint Federal 
Register Notice on the “Student Rule,” which will positively impact tenants continuing their education by: 

1. Clarifying the definition of “Independent Student.” HUD aligned the definition of “Independent Student” 
with the U.S. Department of Education’s definition of “Independent Student.”  The definition of 
Independent Student was updated to include those who were an orphan, in foster care, or ward of court 
at the age of 13 (previous definition had age 18 and did not include “in foster care”).  The new 
Independent Student definition also added those students who are or were emancipated or in legal 
guardianship; and added unaccompanied youths who are homeless or at risk of homelessness; and  
 

2. Clarifying verification process for vulnerable populations. HUD also clarified what documentation is 
needed to support “vulnerable youth populations” that are independent of his or her parents (where the 
income of the parents is not relevant).  Vulnerable youth populations include an orphan, in foster care, 
ward of the court, emancipated minor, unaccompanied homeless youth, and youth at risk of being 
homeless.  This clarification indicated that for vulnerable youth populations:  (1) the tax return 
requirement only applies to providing the student’s tax returns and not that of the student’s parents, and 
(2) a written certification is not required by the student’s parent.  The previous requirements created 
barriers for vulnerable youth to receive assistance and continue their education.   

 
The Notice can be viewed here: https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-09-21/pdf/2016-22727.pdf 

 

 
  
You can view the RHIIP Tips Archives, under "Listserv-Multifamily RHIIP Tips" at 
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/housing/mfh/rhiip/mfhrhiip  
  
Please encourage others to sign-up for the Listserv, so they too can receive current RHIIP related information from HUD 
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/subscribe/mailinglist  
  
To remove yourself from the Listserv, please: 

-     Navigate to 
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/subscribe/signup&listname=Multifamily%20Housing%20RHIIP%20(Re
ntal%20Housing%20Integrity%20Improvement%20Program)% 20Tips&list=MFH-RHIIP-TIPS-L 

-     Enter your email address 
-     Check the box – I am already a subscriber. Please remove me from the Multifamily Housing RHIIP (Rental 

Housing Integrity Improvement Program) Tips mailing list. 
-     Click OK 

  
Please do not reply to this email.   This email account will not respond to incoming messages. 
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We hope that you will want to continue receiving information from HUD. We safeguard our lists and do not 

rent, sell, or permit the use of our lists by others, at any time, for any reason. 

Connect with HUD on Social Media and follow Secretary Castro on Twitter and Facebook. 

If you wish to be taken off this mail list, please go here.  
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